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Dear Sir/Madam 
 

VEHICLE EXHAUST EMISSIONS AMENDMENT 2012 (Rule 33001/6) 
 
Introduction 
 
The New Zealand Automobile Association (NZAA) welcomes the opportunity to provide 
comment on the Vehicle Exhaust Emissions Amendment Rule 2012. 
 
The NZAA is an incorporated society with 1.3 million Members. It represents the interests of 
road users who collectively pay over $2 billion in taxes each year through fuel excise, road user 
charges, registration fees, ACC levies, and GST. The NZAA’s advocacy and policy work mainly 
focuses on protecting the freedom of choice and rights of motorists, keeping the cost of 
motoring fair and reasonable, and enhancing the safety of all road users. 
 
Overall, the NZAA supports the proposals in the Rule as it maintains the current improved 
emissions standards for imported used vehicles beyond this year, while improving standards for 
new vehicles, and by default contributing to improving the safety standard of the fleet. 
Comments on the relevant proposals for which we have feedback are provided below: 
 
 
Proposal 1: require used vehicles certified from January 2013 to meet current emissions 
standards 
As the NZAA supported the previous Rule amendment, so do we support extending the current 
recognised exhaust emissions standards for imported used vehicles beyond the expiry date of 
31 December 2012, by deleting reference in the Rule schedules to “...before 1 January 2013”.   
 
Proposal 2: incorporate ADR and equivalent Euro standards for new light vehicles from 
1 November 2013 
The NZAA supports adopting Euro 5 and equivalent ADR emissions standards for new light 
vehicles from November 2013, and we see merit in aligning the date of implementation of both 
with Australia.  
 
While the new ADR standard is not fully equivalent to Euro 5, overall we consider it to be in the 
best interests of NZ consumers to recognise both standards despite the “small inconsistency”. 
If the alternative were to require all new light vehicles to fully meet the Euro 5 standard, this 
would have a significant negative impact on consumer choice and access to new vehicles that 
a fit for purpose, given that over a third of new vehicle registrations in 2011 were to ADR 
standards. We consider this would far outweigh the relatively minor environmental impact of 
accepting Australian-sourced vehicles to a Euro 4 standard for particulate matter (PM) rather 
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than Euro 5, for example. Therefore the NZAA supports the adoption of ADR 79/03 in 
November 2013 and amending the definitions in the Rule, as proposed. 
 
Proposal 3: implementation dates for US and Japanese standards for new vehicles 
The NZAA supports the proposed implementation dates for US 2007 and Japan 09 emissions 
standards for new-model new vehicles and existing-model new vehicles.  
 
We welcome the planned review of emissions standards in 2014, and endorse the inclusion of 
issues listed in the discussion document. Our only suggestion is that it may also be timely to 
review the visible smoke check as part of the WoF/CoF and scope the cost:benefit and merits 
of, and support for, introducing a more comprehensive in-service emissions test for all vehicles.  
 
Proposal 5: clarify means by which a vehicle may be assessed as complying 
The NZAA supports this proposal on the basis that the existing wording has been loosely 
interpreted to allow some vehicles to be complied for use on NZ roads when in fact the actual 
emissions standard they were manufactured to means they do not meet the requirements of 
the Rule.  
 
While exemptions are available for certain vehicles (e.g. Special Interest Vehicles), we consider 
it contrary to the intent of the Rule (which we support) to be able to demonstrate compliance 
with the standard by means of a simple emissions test, so therefore we support the clarification 
this amendment provides. But we do think it reasonable that anyone wishing to challenge the 
Rule interpretation should have recourse to producing declaration of compliance from the 
manufacturer, modifier or an authorised test facility, as the amendment proposes. 
  
Proposal 6: extend exceptions to all vehicles manufactured or first registered outside NZ 
20 years ago or more before their entry into service in NZ 
The NZAA supports this proposal and agrees the exceptions should be aligned with the 20 year 
rolling age limit used in other Rules, rather than the 1 January 1990 cut-off in the present 
Emissions Rule.  
 
The NZAA fully supports the provision of exemptions in Rules for specialist or collectible 
vehicles and considers that a rolling 20-year age limit rather than fixed date is the best and 
simplest means to practically effect these.  
 
However, as we have noted in previous Rule submissions, the AA opposes the blanket 
exemption for ‘immigrants’ vehicles on the basis that such vehicles are likely to be used 
regularly, and so should comply with the same standards as other used imports.  
 
Despite that, and notwithstanding our comments on Proposal 5 above, we consider that there 
could be additional provision in this Rule and others for the NZTA (Director) to issue individual 
exemptions on a case-by-case basis where the vehicle owner or end user would otherwise 
experience unreasonable hardship, and it seems that there is no such explicit exemption 
process provided under the current Rule legislation.   
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Simon Douglas 
Motoring Policy Manager   
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